PREFACE

a point to treat all these defeds as oversights ; sometimes
Crabbe may have made intentional changes, and more
frequently he may have been wilfully careless. No
readings which he could have found in any current
edition of Shakespeare have been altered.

In the preparation of the present volume, I have
again enjoyed the advantage of the friendly aid and
cooperation of Mr A. T. BARTHOLOMEW, to whom I am
specially indebted for the compilation of the Variants.
Our joint efforts have been occasionally defeated by the
illegibility of passages in the Crabbe MSS. Acquired by
our University Press. It is hoped that the third and
concluding volume of this edition, which will^ contain
a considerable amount of previously unpublished verse,
will appear in the course of the summer.

A. W. WARD.
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